,!| HOW WE GET BLACK DIAMONDS

"Coal is preserved sunshine." The heat, light, and power which coal gives to us were stored
hi the earth many thousands of years ago. To get some idea of the enormous time that has
passed, draw a line six inches long. Let that represent the time back to the last great ice-
sheet which covered part of North America. Then think of a line 125 miles long. This line
will represent the tune from today back to the age when coal was being formed.
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This car of "black diamonds" has just arrived from the earth's vaults, a thousand or more
feet below. For several years coal buyers have felt that they were paying for real treasure.
But whatever the price, the miners send up a greater amount of coal every year. The total
production in North America tor a recent year would make a square pile fifty feet wide, as high
as a two-story house, and would reach from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean (3,466 miles).